National policy and the medically uninsured.
Although the marketplace discipline imposed on the health care sector appears to be restraining increases in the cost of care, this haphazard and incremental "policy" is having deleterious effects on access to care by the uninsured. To help alleviate this problem within our current price-centered system, I suggest that three options be pursued: create state pools to fund indigent care; broaden insurance coverage availability through the workplace; and create medical individual retirement accounts to pay for long-term care, which would free up more funds for indigent care. We must mold our future health care system during this era of rapid change by developing a coherent policy, with input from both the private and the government sectors, to create an efficient and high-quality system that will provide needed care to all members of society.